Robbinsdale Federation of Teachers Announces Education Assistant of the Year

The Robbinsdale Federation of Teachers is proud to announce the 2011 Education Assistant of the year.  Deb Olesen, an educational assistant at Robbinsdale Cooper High School, has been selected as the RFT Educational Assistant of the Year for 2011.
Deb began her work as an EA in 2001 at Meadow Lake Elementary; she also has worked at Lakeview Elementary, and since 2007 has worked as a Special Education EA at Cooper High School.  Deb has a long history of service to the students of the Robbinsdale School District, having volunteered in the district since 1989.  
Deb received multiple nominations for this year’s award, which recognized her amazing professional dedication to students and their education.  Deb is knowledgeable in many subject areas and is always striving to learn more in order to better serve her students.  One nominator described Deb in this way by stating, “She makes learning fun; sometimes using humor, silly songs or rhymes as a learning skill.  She has come in on her day off to help teachers.  She has stayed after school on her own time to help set up labs, correct tests, develop a detailed ‘sub folder’, help students write essays, doing whatever she can to help those that need help.  She is a strong advocate for students and is sensitive to their needs.”
As a union member and advocate, Deb attended the National ESP Convention in Baltimore Maryland in 2009, and the Education Minnesota Representative Convention in 2011.  She brings back to her colleagues information and shares with enthusiasm everything she has learned.  You will regularly see her volunteering to attend local meetings and forums to represent Education Assistants and engage in the work of the district and union alike.
Deb’s dedication to our young people doesn’t end at work.  She is involved with her church, mentoring confirmation students; volunteering at church fundraisers, Cooper sporting events, at her local elementary school and community events; and she is involved with Cooper booster clubs.
RFT president Peter Eckhoff states, “Deb was always willing to do any job needed both in my classroom and in our school.  She served on our PTO, worked in our community resource room ‘The Link’, and was always a ready volunteer at school activities.  She brings her energy and enthusiasm wherever she is in our community!”
This is a well-deserved honor for Deb, as she becomes the first Education Assistant in the Robbinsdale Area Schools, which implemented this program for the first time during the 2010-2011 school years.  The district will continue this program, and will implement the Teacher of the Year program, beginning for the 2011-2012 school year.
