
General Membership and Executive Council Meeting

October 7, 2009

Minutes

I.
Secretary/Treasurer’s Report - The treasurer’s report was approved as submitted by members. The official audit will be presented in November.

II.
Announcements
a.
Next Executive Council Meeting Date: Wednesday, November 4

b.
Make contact with new members & non-members

c.
Reminder: Building meetings can hold a drawing for a Byerly’s $10 gift certificate. Call or email Val at the RFT office, 513-0084, with the name of the winner.

d.
Fall Social is Friday, October 9 - Please announce/remind in your building

e.
The Education Minnesota Fall Conference will be Thursday and Friday, October 15-16 at the St. Paul River Center. Ray Suarez is keynote speaker October 15, Charlotte Danielson October 16; donate books on October 15th.

f.
Grants from Education Minnesota Foundation for Teaching & Learning due by December 11 - Peter has applications, available online as well (educationminnesota.org)

g.
Teacher of the Year Nominations are due by November 15 - available online at educationminnesota.org 
h.
Deadline for submitting proposed amendments to Education Minnesota Bylaws & Constitution is Friday, November 27, 2009

i.
EAs Professional Development Leadership Grants: November 1, 2009 and April 1, 2010

j.
Education Minnesota Governor Endorsement screening underway - updates should be coming soon

k.
Education Minnesota Political Conference: November 20 & 21, Crowne Plaza, St. Paul (See flyer) - applications available from Tracy Mena, Peter Eckhoff, further scholarship support likely available from Ed. MN, training available for members of both the Democratic and Republican parties

III.
President’s Report
a.
Voluntary Removal Forms from Seniority List are out; Forms are due by November 16 this year as the 15th is a Sunday. Since we are currently under the existing contract, we need to be prepared for the Nov. 15 deadline. There is proposal in negotiations to have the deadline be later (January 15) but it has not been agreed to at this time.

b.
Education Minnesota Business partnership initiative - More specifics will be coming. We will participate in the 20 district pilot this year. Business leaders will spend one day with a district staff person this year. Please promote/discuss this opportunity to host a business leader with licensed staff in your building. Please contact Peter with information about interested people.

IV.
Committee Reports
a.
School Board Races
Tracy Mena - Tracy reported that the committee screened 9 candidates and endorsed Mark Bomchill, Patsy Green, Linda Johnson, and Tom Walsh. We will be purchasing ad space, some lawn signs (2 sided, 18 x 24”), and a mailing encouraging people to support the endorsed candidates and call others. People interested in lawn signs should email Peter. The group also discussed the endorsement process.

b.
2008-2009 RFT Independent Audit
Jim Wangensteen

c.
Health Insurance Update
Kara Johnson, Jacob Givand, Peter Eckhoff - Health insurance premiums will drop 13%, helped by a $500,000 buydown from our reserve account. Dental insurance premiums will remain the same with the preventative visits switching to 2 in each calendar year rather than each one at least 6 months apart.

d.
Negotiations
Tracy Mena/Jodi Mark worth - There have been 2 negotiation sessions so far with 3 more scheduled. The negotiations have been positive so far with the district’s initial package coming in smaller than average. Conversely, the package we brought was as large as it has been in the last 15 years. It is difficult to predict the end of negotiations.

V.
Old Business
VI.
Adjournment

Minutes submitted by Jacob Givand, 10/7/09
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